
GEORGIA STATUTES

TITLE 13. CONTRACTS

CHAPTER 8. ILLEGAL AN VOID CONTRACTS GENERALLY

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

13-8-3 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  13-8-3.

  (a) Gambling contracts are void; and all evidences of debt, except
  negotiable instruments in the hands of holders in due course or
  encumbrances or liens on property, executed upon a gambling
  consideration, are void in the hands of any person.

  (b) Money paid or property delivered upon a gambling consideration
  may be recovered from the winner by the loser by institution of an
  action for the same within six months after the loss and, after the
  expiration of that time, by institution of an action by any person,
  at any time within four years, for the joint use of himself and the
  educational fund of the county.

TITLE 16. CRIMES AND OFFENSES

CHAPTER 11. OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER AND SAFETY

ARTICLE OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC ORDER

16-11-44 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-11-44.

  A person who keeps and maintains, either by himself or others, a
  common, ill-governed, and disorderly house, to the encouragement of
  gaming, drinking, or other misbehavior, or to the common disturbance
  of the neighborhood or orderly citizens, is guilty of a misdemeanor.

    16-11-64.

  (a) Application of part to law enforcement officers. Except only as
  provided in subsection (b) of this Code section, nothing in this



  part shall apply to a duly constituted law enforcement officer in
  the performance of his official duties in ferreting out offenders or
  suspected offenders of the law or in secretly watching a person
  suspected of violating the laws of the United States or of this
  state, or any subdivision thereof, for the purpose of apprehending
  such suspected violator.

  (b) Procedure.  When in the course of his official duties, a law
  enforcement officer desiring to make use of any device, but only as
  such term is specifically defined by Code Section 16-11-60 and such
  use would otherwise constitute a violation of Code Section 16-11-62,
  the law enforcement officer shall act only in compliance with the
  procedure provided for in this subsection:

    (1) When there is probable cause to believe that a person is
    committing or has committed an act which endangers the national
    security of the United States or the security of this state or
    that such person is committing or has committed the crime of
    treason, insurrection, rebellion, espionage, sabotage, or any
    felony involving bodily harm, or any crimes involving arson,
    kidnapping, narcotics, dangerous drugs, importation or sale of
    marijuana or any controlled substance, burglary, prostitution,
    theft, blackmail, extortion, bribery, gambling, racketeering
    activity, or any felony involving alcoholic beverage laws or auto
    thefts or there is probable cause to believe that a private place
    is being utilized or has been utilized for the commission of any
    such crime, then, upon written application, under oath, of the
    district attorney of the circuit wherein the device is to be
    physically placed, or the Attorney General, which application
    affirms that there is probable cause to believe:

      (A) That a person is committing or has committed any of the
      crimes enumerated in this paragraph; or

      (B) That a private place is being utilized or has been utilized
      for the commission of any of the crimes enumerated in this
      paragraph

    and sets forth specifically the basis of such probable cause and
    particularly describes the person or place, the crime or crimes,
    the device or devices to be used, and the specific conversations
    and activities to be overheard or observed, as the case may be,
    any judge of the superior court of the circuit aforesaid may issue
    an investigation warrant permitting the use of devices, as defined
    by Code Section 16-11-60, for the surveillance of such person or
    place, provided the warrant specifies with particularity the
    device or devices the use of which is to be permitted thereby; the
    purpose, duration, and circumstances of use permitted; the crime
    or crimes allegedly being committed; and the person or persons and
    place or places to be subject to such surveillance;

    (2) The judge, before issuing such a warrant, shall satisfy
    himself that the party initiating the application for the warrant
    is aware of the facts and circumstances through his own personal
    knowledge which are sufficient to lead a man of reasonable caution
    to believe that the alleged crime set forth in the application has



    been committed or is being committed or that such person has been
    informed of such facts and circumstances by a reasonably
    trustworthy informational source. The judge shall also satisfy
    himself that there is set forth in the application exigencies
    adequately supported by facts and circumstances which overcome and
    override the need for giving of notice of the surveillance to the
    parties to be overheard or observed by the use of such devices;

    (3) Investigation warrants issued under this Code section shall be
    valid for no more than 20 days after issuance, unless renewed for
    an additional 20 day period for good cause shown at the time of
    written application for renewal;

    (4) The officer executing the warrant must make a return of the
    warrant to the judge which shall set forth specifically how the
    warrant was used and employed and what was obtained thereby. The
    return shall reflect that the investigation or search in pursuance
    of the warrant was terminated immediately upon the conversation or
    activities which were authorized to be overheard, intercepted, or
    observed were in fact obtained. The return shall set forth with
    particularity the law enforcement officer or officers or their
    agents who actually employed the devices used in the execution of
    the warrant;

    (5) The application for any investigation warrant under this Code
    section, any supporting evidence in connection therewith, and any
    entry of the issuance of an investigation warrant as a result
    thereof shall remain confidential and in the custody of the judge
    and shall not be released nor information touching same in any
    manner be disclosed, except upon written order of the judge or
    except at the time of trial of the case in which such evidence is
    used or in which evidence derived from such surveillance is used;

    (6) The applicant for the warrant shall return same and report
    back to the judge issuing same within 30 days of the issuance of
    the warrant. In the event no evidence of one of the specific
    crimes set forth in this Code section has been obtained through
    the use of such device or devices, it shall be the duty of the
    applicant physically to destroy all evidence obtained by
    surveillance and to certify that fact in writing to the judge
    under oath;

    (7) In the event evidence of or information concerning the
    specific crime set forth in the warrant is obtained through the
    use of such device or devices, the applicant shall so certify in
    writing under oath in his report under paragraph (6) of this
    subsection. Upon the return of an indictment or filing of an
    accusation based in whole or in part on such evidence or
    information or any part thereof, it shall be the duty of the
    prosecuting attorney promptly to notify the accused of the
    existence and substance of such evidence or information and, if
    the same has been reduced to a permanent form, shall make it
    available to the accused for inspection and copying; and

    (8) Any publication of the information or evidence obtained under
    a warrant issued under this Code section other than that necessary



    and essential to the preparation of and actual prosecution for the
    crime specified in the warrant shall be an unlawful invasion of
    privacy under this part and shall cause such evidence and
    information to be inadmissible in any criminal prosecution.
  (c) Admissibility of evidence. Evidence obtained in conformity with
  this Code section shall be admissible only in the courts of this
  state having felony and misdemeanor jurisdiction. When an
  investigative or law enforcement officer, while engaged in
  intercepting wire or oral communications or in observation in the
  manner authorized in this Code section, intercepts wire or oral
  communications or obtains fruits of observation relating to offenses
  for which an investigation warrant may issue, other than those
  specified in the order of authorization, the contents or fruits
  thereof and evidence derived therefrom may be disclosed or used in
  the same manner as if a surveillance warrant covering such crimes
  had initially been used.

  (d) Providing facilities or technical assistance.

    (1) It shall not be unlawful under the provisions of this part for
    an officer, employee, or agent of any communication common carrier
    to provide facilities or technical assistance to an investigative
    or law enforcement officer who, pursuant to this Code section, is
    authorized by warrant to intercept a wire or oral communication.

    (2) An order authorizing the interception of a wire or oral
    communication shall, upon request of the applicant, direct that a
    communication common carrier, landlord, custodian, or other person
    shall furnish the applicant forthwith with such technical
    information, facilities, and technical assistance as is necessary
    to accomplish the interception unobtrusively and with a minimum of
    interference with the services that the carrier, landlord,
    custodian, or person is according the person whose communications
    are to be intercepted. Any communication common carrier, landlord,
    custodian, or other person furnishing such facilities or technical
    assistance shall be compensated therefor by the applicant at the
    prevailing rates.

  (e) Defenses. A good faith reliance on a court order or legislative
  authorization shall constitute a complete defense to any civil or
  criminal action brought under this part or under any other law.

CHAPTER 12. OFFENSES AGAINST PUBLIC HEALTH AND MORALS

ARTICLE 2. GAMBLING AND RELATED OFFENSES

PART 1. GAMBLING
16-12-20 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-12-20.



  As used in this part, the term:

    (1) "Bet" means an agreement that, dependent upon chance even
    though accompanied by some skill, one stands to win or lose
    something of value.  A bet does not include:

      (A) Contracts of indemnity or guaranty or life, health,
      property, or accident insurance; or

      (B) An offer of a prize, award, or compensation to the actual
      contestants in any bona fide contest for the determination of
      skill, speed, strength, or endurance or to the owners of
      animals, vehicles, watercraft, or aircraft entered in such
      contest.

    (2) "Gambling device" means any contrivance which for a
    consideration affords the player an opportunity to obtain money or
    other thing of value, the award of which is determined by chance
    even though accompanied by some skill, whether or not the prize is
    automatically paid by contrivance.

    (3) "Gambling place" means any real estate, building, room, tent,
    vehicle, boat, or other property whatsoever, one of the principal
    uses of which is the making or settling of bets; the receiving,
    holding, recording, or forwarding of bets or offers to bet; or the
    conducting of a lottery or the playing of gambling devices.

    (4) "Lottery" means any scheme or procedure whereby one or more
    prizes are distributed by chance among persons who have paid or
    promised consideration for a chance to win such prize, whether
    such scheme or procedure is called a pool, lottery, raffle, gift,
    gift enterprise, sale, policy game, or by some other name.  A
    lottery shall also include the organization of chain letter or
    pyramid clubs as provided in Code Section 16-12-38. A lottery
    shall not mean a:

      (A) Promotional giveaway or contest which conforms with the
      qualifications of a lawful promotion specified in paragraph (16)
      of subsection (b) of Code Section 10-1-393;

      (B) Scheme whereby a business gives away prizes to persons
      selected by lot if such prizes are made on the following
      conditions:

        (i) Such prizes are conducted as advertising and promotional
        undertakings in good faith solely for the purpose of
        advertising the goods, wares, and merchandise of such
        business; and

        (ii) No person to be eligible to receive such prize shall be
        required to:

          (I) Pay any tangible consideration to the operator of such
          business in the form of money or other property or thing of
          value;



          (II) Purchase any goods, wares, merchandise, or anything of
          value from such business; or
          (III) Be present or be asked to participate in a seminar,
          sales presentation, or any other presentation, by whatever
          name denominated, in order to win such prizes; or

      (C) Raffle authorized under Code Section 16-12-22.1.

16-12-21 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-12-21.

  (a) A person commits the offense of gambling when he:

    (1) Makes a bet upon the partial or final result of any game or
    contest or upon the performance of any participant in such game or
    contest;

    (2) Makes a bet upon the result of any political nomination,
    appointment, or election or upon the degree of success of any
    nominee, appointee, or candidate; or

    (3) Plays and bets for money or other thing of value at any game
    played with cards, dice, or balls.

  (b) A person who commits the offense of gambling shall be guilty of
  a misdemeanor.

    16-12-22 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-12-22.

  (a) A person commits the offense of commercial gambling when he
  intentionally does any of the following acts:

    (1) Operates or participates in the earnings of a gambling place;

    (2) Receives, records, or forwards a bet or offer to bet;

    (3) For gain, becomes a custodian of anything of value bet or
    offered to be bet;

    (4) Contracts to have or give himself or another the option to buy
    or sell or contracts to buy or sell at a future time any gain or



    other commodity whatsoever or any stock or security of any
    company, when it is at the time of making such contract intended
    by both parties thereto that the contract to buy or sell, the
    option whenever exercised or the contract resulting therefrom,
    shall be settled not by the receipt or delivery of such property
    but by the payment only of differences in prices thereof;

    (5) Sells chances upon the partial or final result of or upon the
    margin of victory in any game or contest or upon the performance
    of any participant in any game or contest or upon the result of
    any political nomination, appointment, or election or upon the
    degree of success of any nominee, appointee, or candidate;

    (6) Sets up or promotes any lottery, sells or offers to sell, or
    knowingly possesses for transfer or transfers any card, stub,
    ticket, check, or other device designed to serve as evidence of
    participation in any lottery; or

    (7) Conducts, advertises, operates, sets up, or promotes a bingo
    game without having a valid license to operate a bingo game as
    provided by law.

  (b) A person who commits the offense of commercial gambling shall be
  guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
  by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years or by
  a fine not to exceed $20,000.00, or both.

         16-12-22.1 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-12-22.1.

  (a) It is the intention of the General Assembly that only nonprofit,
  tax-exempt churches, schools, civic organizations, or related
  support groups; nonprofit organizations qualified under Section
  501(c) of the Internal Revenue Code, as amended; or bona fide
  nonprofit organizations approved by the sheriff, which are properly
  licensed pursuant to this Code section shall be allowed to operate
  raffles.

  (b) As used in this Code section, the term:

    (1) "Nonprofit, tax-exempt organization" means churches, schools,
    civic organizations, or related support groups; nonprofit
    organizations qualified under Section 501(c) of the Internal
    Revenue Code, as amended; or bona fide nonprofit organizations
    approved by the sheriff.

    (2) "Operate," "operated," or "operating" means the direction,
    supervision, management, operation, control, or guidance of
    activity.

    (3) "Raffle" means any scheme or procedure whereby one or more
    prizes are distributed by chance among persons who have paid or
    promised consideration for a chance to win such prize.  Such term
    shall also include door prizes which are awarded to persons



    attending meetings or activities provided that the cost of
    admission to such meetings or activities does not exceed the usual
    cost of similar activities where such prizes are not awarded.

    (4) "Sheriff" means the sheriff of the county in which the
    nonprofit tax-exempt organization is located.

  (c) Any other law to the contrary notwithstanding, no nonprofit,
  tax-exempt organization shall be permitted to operate a raffle until
  the sheriff issues a license to the organization authorizing it to
  do so.  The license described in this subsection is in addition to
  and not in lieu of any other licenses which may be required by this
  state or any political subdivision thereof, and no raffle shall be
  operated until such time as all requisite licenses have been
  obtained. In the event a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization desires
  to conduct a raffle in more than one county, such organization shall
  not be required to obtain a license under this Code section in each
  county in which such raffle is to be conducted and shall only be
  required to obtain such license from the sheriff of the county in
  which the state headquarters of such organization are located.

    (d)(1) Any nonprofit, tax-exempt organization desiring to obtain a
    license to operate raffles shall make application to the sheriff
    on forms prescribed by the sheriff.  The sheriff may require the
    payment of an annual fee not to exceed $100.00.  No license shall
    be issued to any nonprofit, tax-exempt organization unless the
    organization has been in existence for 24 months immediately prior
    to the issuance of the license.  The license will expire at 12:00
    Midnight on December 31 following the granting of the license.
    Renewal applications for each calendar year shall be filed with
    the sheriff prior to January 1 of each year and shall be on a form
    prescribed by the sheriff.

    (2) Each application for a license and each application for
    renewal of a license shall contain the following information:

      (A) The name and home address of the applicant and, if the
      applicant is a corporation, association, or other similar legal
      entity, the names and home addresses of each of the officers of
      the organization as well as the names and addresses of the
      directors, or other persons similarly situated, of the
      organization;

      (B) The names and home addresses of each of the persons who will
      be operating, advertising, or promoting the raffle;

      (C) The names and home addresses of any persons, organizations,
      or other legal entities that will act as surety for the
      applicant or to which the applicant is financially indebted or
      to which any financial obligation is owed by the applicant;

      (D) A determination letter from the Internal Revenue Service
      certifying that the applicant is an organization exempt under
      federal tax law;

      (E) A determination letter from the Georgia Department of



      Revenue certifying that the applicant is exempt under the tax
      laws of this state;

      (F) The location at which the applicant will conduct the raffles
      and, if the premises on which the raffles are to be conducted is
      to be leased, a copy of the lease or rental agreement; and

      (G) A statement showing the convictions, if any, for criminal
      offenses other than minor traffic offenses of each of the
      persons listed in subparagraphs (A), (B), and (C) of this
      paragraph.

    (3) The sheriff shall refuse to grant a raffle license to any
    applicant who fails to provide fully the information required by
    this Code section.

    (4) When a nonprofit, tax-exempt organization which operates or
    intends to operate raffles for residents and patients of a
    retirement home, nursing home, or hospital operated by that
    organization at which gross receipts are or will be limited to
    $100.00 or less during each raffle and pays or will pay prizes
    having a value of $100.00 or less during each raffle, then,
    notwithstanding any other provision of this Code section or any
    rule or regulation promulgated by the sheriff pursuant to the
    provisions of subsection (l) of this Code section, neither the
    applicant nor any of the persons whose names and addresses are
    required under subparagraphs (A) and (B) of paragraph (1) of this
    subsection shall be required to submit or provide fingerprints or
    photographs as a condition of being granted a license.

    (e)(1) The sheriff shall have the specific authority to suspend or
    revoke any license for any violation of this Code section.  Any
    licensee accused of violating any provision of this Code section
    shall be entitled, unless waived, to a hearing on the matter of
    the alleged violation conducted in accordance with Chapter 13 of
    Title 50, the "Georgia Administrative Procedure Act."

    (2) By making application for a license under this Code section,
    every applicant consents that the sheriff, as well as any of his
    agents, together with any prosecuting attorney, as well as any of
    his agents, may come upon the premises of any licensee or upon any
    premises on which any licensee is conducting a raffle for the
    purpose of examining the accounts and records of the licensee to
    determine if a violation of this Code section has occurred.

  (f) The sheriff shall, upon the request of any prosecuting attorney
  or such prosecuting attorney's designee, certify the status of any
  organization as to that organization's exemption from payment of
  state income taxes as a nonprofit organization.  The sheriff shall
  also upon request issue a certificate indicating whether any
  particular organization holds a currently valid license to operate a
  raffle.  Such certificates properly executed shall be admissible in
  evidence in any prosecution, and Code Section 48-7-60, relative to
  the disclosure of income tax information, shall not apply to the
  furnishing of such certificate.



  (g) Notwithstanding the other provisions of this Code section, the
  sheriff, upon receiving written evidence of the bona fide nonprofit,
  tax-exempt status of the applicant organization, shall be authorized
  to issue a special limited license to a nonprofit, tax-exempt
  organization which will allow it to operate up to three raffles
  during a calendar year.  In such cases, the sheriff shall waive the
  application and license fee provided for in subsection (d) of this
  Code section and the annual report provided for in subsection (j) of
  this Code section.

  (h) Raffles shall be operated only on premises owned by the
  nonprofit, tax-exempt organization operating the raffle, on property
  leased by the nonprofit, tax-exempt organization and used regularly
  by that organization for purposes other than the operation of a
  raffle, or on property leased by the nonprofit, tax-exempt
  organization operating the raffle from another nonprofit, tax-exempt
  organization.

  (i) No person under the age of 18 years shall be permitted to play
  any raffle conducted pursuant to any license issued under this Code
  section unless accompanied by an adult.

  (j) On or before April 15 of each year, every nonprofit, tax-exempt
  organization engaged in operating raffles shall file with the
  sheriff a report disclosing all receipts and expenditures relating
  to the operation of raffles in the previous year.  The report shall
  be in addition to all other reports required by law.  The report
  shall be prepared and signed by a certified or registered public
  accountant competent to prepare such a report and shall be deemed a
  public record subject to public inspection.

    (k)(1) A licensee that conducts or operates a raffle shall
    maintain the following records for at least three years from the
    date on which the raffle is conducted:

      (A) An itemized list of the gross receipts for each raffle;

      (B) An itemized list of all expenses other than prizes that are
      incurred in the conducting of the raffle as well as the name of
      each person to whom the expenses are paid and a receipt for all
      of the expenses;
      (C) A list of all prizes awarded during the raffle and the name
      and address of all persons who are winners of prizes of $50.00
      or more in value;

      (D) An itemized list of the recipients other than the licensee
      of the proceeds of the raffle, including the name and address of
      each recipient to whom such funds are distributed; and

      (E) A record of the number of persons who participate in any
      raffle conducted by the licensee.

    (2) A licensee shall:

      (A) Own all the equipment used to conduct a raffle or lease such
      equipment from an organization that is also licensed to conduct



      a raffle;

      (B) Display its raffle license conspicuously at the location
      where the raffle is conducted;

      (C) Conduct raffles only as specified in the licensee's
      application; and

      (D) Not conduct more than one raffle during any one calendar
      day.

    (3) No nonprofit, tax-exempt organization shall enter into any
    contract with any individual, firm, association, or corporation to
    have such individual, firm, association, or corporation operate
    raffles or concessions on behalf of the nonprofit, tax-exempt
    organization.

    (4) A nonprofit, tax-exempt organization shall not lend its name
    nor allow its identity to be used by any individual, firm,
    association, or corporation in the operating or advertising of a
    raffle in which said nonprofit, tax-exempt organization is not
    directly and solely operating the raffle.

    (5) No person shall pay consulting fees to any person for any
    services performed in relation to the operation or conduct of a
    raffle.

    (6) A person who is a member of more than one nonprofit,
    tax-exempt organization shall be permitted to participate in the
    raffle operations of only two organizations of which such person
    is a member; provided, however, that such person shall not receive
    more than $30.00 per day for assisting in the conduct of raffles
    regardless of whether such person assists both organizations in
    the same day.

  (l) The sheriff is authorized to promulgate rules and regulations
  which the sheriff deems necessary for the proper administration and
  enforcement of this Code section which are not in conflict with any
  provision of this Code section.

  (m) Any person who operates a raffle without a valid license issued
  by the sheriff as provided in this Code section commits the offense
  of commercial gambling as defined in Code Section 16-12-22 and, upon
  conviction thereof, shall be punished accordingly.  Any person who
  knowingly aids, abets, or otherwise assists in the operation of a
  raffle for which a license has not been obtained as provided in this
  Code section similarly commits the offense of commercial gambling.
  Any person who violates any other provision of this Code section
  shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.
  Any person who commits any such violation after having previously
  been convicted of any violations of this Code section shall be
  guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
  by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years or by
  a fine not to exceed $10,000.00, or both.



                                    16-12-23 G
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  16-12-23.

  (a) A person who knowingly permits any real estate, building, room,
  tent, vehicle, boat, or other property whatsoever owned by him or
  under his control to be used as a gambling place or who rents or
  lets any such property with a view or expectation that it be so used
  commits the offense of keeping a gambling place.

  (b) A person who commits the offense of keeping a gambling place
  shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.

                               16-12-24 G
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  16-12-24.

  (a) A person who knowingly owns, manufactures, transfers
  commercially, or possesses any device which he knows is designed for
  gambling purposes or anything which he knows is designed as a
  subassembly or essential part of such device is guilty of a
  misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.

    (b)(1) As used in this subsection, the term:

      (A) "Antique slot machine" means a coin operated, nonelectronic
      mechanical gambling device that pays off according to the
      matching of symbols on wheels spun by a handle and was
      manufactured in its entirety, except for identical replacement
      parts, prior to January 1, 1950.

      (B) "Conviction" includes a plea of nolo contendere to a felony.

    (2) It shall be a defense to any action or prosecution under this
    Code section for possession of a gambling device that the device
    is an antique slot machine and that said device was not being used
    for gambling; provided, however, the defense shall not be
    available to any person who has been convicted of a felony in this
    or any other state or under federal law and provided, further,
    that this defense shall not be available if the antique slot
    machine is on the premises of a private or public club or in an
    establishment where alcoholic beverages are sold.

    (3) Any antique slot machine seized as a result of a violation of
    this Code section shall be contraband and subject to seizure and
    destruction as provided in Code Section 16-12-30.  An antique slot
    machine seized for a violation of this Code section shall not be
    destroyed, altered, or sold until the owner has been afforded a
    reasonable opportunity to present evidence that the device was not
    operated for unlawful gambling or in violation of this Code
    section.  If the court determines that the device is an antique
    slot machine and was not operated or possessed in violation of
    this or any other Code section, such device shall be returned to
    its owner.



16-12-25 G
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  16-12-25.

  (a) Any person who solicits another person to commit any of the
  following acts with the intent to defraud or deceive such person on
  or adjacent to the premises of any business operated for pecuniary
  gain shall be guilty of a felony and, upon conviction thereof, shall
  be punished by imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five
  years:

    (1) Keeps, maintains, employs, or carries on a game for the
    hazarding of money or other thing of value;

    (2) Permits the playing for money or other thing of value of a
    game or device for the hazarding of money or other thing of value;

    (3) Keeps or employs a device or equipment for the purpose of
    carrying on or operating a game or device for the hazarding of
    money or other thing of value;

    (4) Permits the betting or wagering of money or other thing of
    value;

    (5) Sells or offers to sell to a person a ticket number or
    combination or chance or anything representing a chance in a
    lottery or other similar scheme;

    (6) Keeps, maintains, employs, or carries on a lottery or scheme
    or device for the hazarding of money or other thing of value;

    (7) Keeps, maintains, or employs a lottery ticket, lottery book,
    lottery ribbon, or other article used in keeping, maintaining, or
    carrying on a lottery or other scheme, game, or device for the
    hazarding of money or other thing of value;

    (8) Solicits a person to engage in a game or to operate a device
    for the hazarding of money or other thing of value; or

    (9) Solicits a person to engage in a lottery or other scheme or
    device for the hazarding of money or other thing of value.

  (b) This Code section is cumulative of and supplemental to any laws
  making any of the activities prohibited by this Code section
  unlawful and punishable as a misdemeanor; and nothing in this Code
  section shall be construed to repeal, amend, alter, or supersede any
  such laws.

16-12-26 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  16-12-26.



  (a) A person who knowingly prints, publishes, or advertises any
  lottery or other scheme for commercial gambling or who knowingly
  prints or publishes any lottery ticket, policy ticket, or other
  similar device designed to serve as evidence of participation in a
  lottery commits the offense of advertising commercial gambling.

  (b) A person who commits the offense of advertising commercial
  gambling shall be guilty of a misdemeanor of a high and aggravated
  nature.

16-12-27 G
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  16-12-27.

  (a) It shall be unlawful for any person, partnership, firm,
  corporation, or other entity to sell, distribute, televise,
  broadcast, or disseminate any advertisement, television or radio
  commercial, or any book, magazine, periodical, newspaper, or other
  written or printed matter containing an advertisement or
  solicitation for participation in any lottery declared to be
  unlawful by the laws of this state unless such advertisement,
  commercial, or solicitation contains or includes the words "void in
  Georgia" printed or spoken so as to be clearly legible or audible to
  persons viewing or hearing such advertisement, commercial, or
  solicitation.

  (b) Any person, partnership, firm, corporation, or other entity
  violating subsection (a) of this Code section shall be guilty of a
  misdemeanor.

16-12-28 G
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  16-12-28.

  (a) A person who knowingly communicates information as to bets,
  betting odds, or changes in betting odds or who knowingly installs
  or maintains equipment for the transmission or receipt of such
  information with the intent to further gambling commits the offense
  of communicating gambling information.

  (b) A person who commits the offense of communicating gambling
  information, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished by
  imprisonment for not less than one nor more than five years or by a
  fine not to exceed $5,000.00, or both

16-12-30 G
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  16-12-30.

  (a) Except as provided in subsection (b) of Code Section 16-12-24,
  every gambling device is declared to be contraband and subject to
  seizure and confiscation by any state or local authority within



  whose jurisdiction the same may be found.

  (b) At such time as there shall be a final judgment entered in any
  case or cases in which a seized gambling device is necessary
  evidence or at such time as the state shall determine that the
  continued physical existence of the seized gambling device is no
  longer necessary, the same shall be turned over by that person
  having custody of the device to the sheriff of the county wherein
  the device was confiscated.  The sheriff shall within ten days after
  receiving the device destroy the same in the presence of the
  district attorney of the circuit in which such county is located and
  shall forward to the state revenue commissioner a certificate so
  stating which shall include the serial number of the device so
  destroyed.
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  16-12-32.

  (a) As used in this Code section, "property" means any personal
  property of any type, tangible or intangible, including but not
  limited to vehicles, conveyances, aircraft, watercraft, funds, other
  things of value or choses in action or any interest in such
  property, but shall not include a gambling device subject to seizure
  and destruction under Code Section 16-12-30.

  (b) All property used in, intended for use in, used to facilitate,
  or derived from or realized through a violation of this article or
  which is located within any gambling place or within any vehicle or
  other conveyance used to transport any gambling device, any
  subassembly or essential part thereof, card, stub, ticket, check,
  funds, things of value, or other device designed to facilitate
  participation in any lottery is declared to be contraband and may be
  seized and forfeited as provided in this Code section.

  (c) Any such property shall be seized by any peace officer who,
  within ten days after the seizure of such property, shall report the
  same to the district attorney of the superior court having
  jurisdiction in the county where the seizure was made.

  (d) Within 30 days from the date he receives notice of such seizure,
  the district attorney of said judicial circuit shall cause to be
  filed in the superior court of the county in which the property was
  seized an action against the property so seized and any and all
  persons having an interest in or right affected by the seizure or
  sale of such property.

  (e) A copy of the action shall be served upon the person or persons
  having custody or possession of such property at the time of
  seizure, and, if known, upon any owner, lessee, and any person
  having a duly recorded security interest in or lien upon such
  property at the time of seizure.  If the owner or lessee is unknown
  or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot after due
  diligence be found within the state or conceals himself so as to
  avoid service, notice of such proceedings shall be published once a



  week for two consecutive weeks in the newspaper in which sheriff's
  advertisements are published.  Such publication shall be deemed
  notice to any and all persons having an interest in or right
  affected by such proceeding and any sale of the property resulting
  therefrom but shall not constitute notice to any person having a
  duly recorded security interest in or lien upon such property and
  required to be served under this subsection unless that person is
  unknown or resides out of the state or departs the state or cannot
  after due diligence be found within the state or conceals himself to
  avoid service.

  (f) If no defense is filed within 30 days after the service of a
  copy of the action or the last publication required under subsection
  (e) of this Code section, judgment by default shall be entered by
  the court at chambers, otherwise the case shall proceed as other
  civil cases in said court.

  (g) Should it appear that any person filing a defense in the action
  knew, or by the exercise of ordinary care should have known, that
  the property was used in violation of this Code section, the same
  shall be sold by order of the court after such advertisement as the
  court shall direct, and such person shall have no claim upon the
  property or the proceeds from the sale thereof.

  (h) Except as otherwise provided in this Code section, property
  forfeited pursuant to this subsection shall be disposed of by order
  of the court as follows:

    (1) Upon application of the seizing law enforcement agency or any
    other law enforcement agency of state, county, or municipal
    government, the court may permit the agency to retain the property
    for official use in law enforcement work; or

    (2) The court may sell that which is not required to be destroyed
    by law and which is not harmful to the public, and the proceeds of
    such sale shall be used for payment of all proper expenses of the
    forfeiture and sale including, but not limited to, the expenses of
    seizure, maintenance of custody, advertising, and court costs.

  The remainder of the proceeds of a sale of forfeited property, after
  payment of these expenses, shall be paid into the general fund of
  the county.

16-12-35 G
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  16-12-35.

  (a) Any other laws to the contrary notwithstanding, this part shall
  not be applicable to the manufacturing, processing, selling,
  possessing, or transporting of any printed materials, equipment,
  devices, or other materials used or designated for use in a legally
  authorized lottery nor shall it be applicable to the manufacturing,
  processing, selling, possessing, or transporting of any gaming
  equipment, devices, or other materials used or designated for use
  only in jurisdictions in which the use of such items is legal.  This



  part shall in no way prohibit communications between persons in this
  state and persons involved with such legal lotteries or gaming
  devices relative to such printed materials, equipment, devices, or
  other materials or prohibit demonstrations of same within this
  state.

  (a.1) As used in this Code section, the term "some skill" means any
  presence of the following factors, alone or in combination with one
  another:

    (1) A learned power of doing a thing competently;

    (2) A particular craft, art, ability, strategy, or tactic;

    (3) A developed or acquired aptitude or ability;

    (4) A coordinated set of actions, including, but not limited to,
    eye-hand coordination;

    (5) Dexterity, fluency, or coordination in the execution of
    learned physical or mental tasks or both;

    (6) Technical proficiency or expertise;

    (7) Development or implementation of strategy or tactics in order
    to achieve a goal; or

    (8) Knowledge of the means or methods of accomplishing a task.

  The term some skill refers to a particular craft, coordinated
  effort, art, ability, strategy, or tactic employed by the player to
  affect in some way the outcome of the game played on a bona fide
  coin operated amusement machine as defined in paragraph (2) of Code
  Section 48-17-1.  If a player can take no action to affect the
  outcome of the game, the bona fide coin operated amusement machine
  does not meet the "some skill" requirement of this Code section.

  (b) Nothing in this part shall apply to a coin operated game or
  device designed and manufactured for bona fide amusement purposes
  only which may by application of some skill entitle the player to
  earn replays of the game or device at no additional cost and to
  discharge the accumulated free replays only by reactivating the game
  or device for each accumulated free replay or by reactivating the
  game or device for a portion or all of the accumulated free plays in
  a single play.  This subsection shall not apply, however, to any
  game or device classified by the United States government as
  requiring a federal gaming tax stamp under applicable provisions of
  the Internal Revenue Code.

    (c)(1) Nothing in this part shall apply to a crane game machine or
    device meeting the requirements of paragraph (2) of this
    subsection.

    (2) A crane game machine or device acceptable for the purposes of
    paragraph (1) of this subsection shall meet the following
    requirements:



      (A) The machine or device must be designed and manufactured only
      for bona fide amusement purposes and must involve at least some
      skill in its operation;

      (B) The machine or device must reward a winning player
      exclusively with free replays or merchandise contained within
      the machine itself and such merchandise must be limited to
      noncash merchandise, prizes, toys, gift certificates, or
      novelties, each of which has a wholesale value not exceeding
      $5.00.  A player may be rewarded with both free replays and
      noncash merchandise, prizes, toys, or novelties for a single
      play of the game or device as provided in this Code section;

      (C) The player of the machine or device must be able to control
      the timing of the use of the claw or grasping device to attempt
      to pick up or grasp a prize, toy, or novelty;

      (D) The player of the machine or device must be made aware of
      the total time which the machine or device allows during a game
      for the player to maneuver the claw or grasping device into a
      position to attempt to pick up or grasp a prize, toy, or
      novelty;

      (E) The claw or grasping device must not be of a size, design,
      or shape that prohibits picking up or grasping a prize, toy, or
      novelty contained within the machine or device; and

      (F) The machine or device must not be classified by the United
      States government as requiring a federal gaming stamp under
      applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code.

    (d)(1) Nothing in this part shall apply to a coin operated game or
    device designed and manufactured only for bona fide amusement
    purposes which involves some skill in its operation if it rewards
    the player exclusively with free replays or merchandise limited to
    noncash merchandise, prizes, toys, gift certificates, or
    novelties, each of which has a wholesale value of not more than
    $5.00 for a single play of the game or device.  A player may be
    rewarded with both free replays and noncash merchandise, prizes,
    toys, gift certificates, or novelties for a single play of the
    game or device as provided in this Code section.  This subsection
    shall not apply, however, to any game or device classified by the
    United States government as requiring a federal gaming stamp under
    applicable provisions of the Internal Revenue Code.

    (2) A player of bona fide coin operated amusement games or devices
    described in paragraph (1) of this subsection may accumulate
    winnings for the successful play of such bona fide coin operated
    amusement games or devices through either tokens, vouchers, or
    tickets and may redeem these accumulated tokens, vouchers, or
    tickets for noncash merchandise, prizes, toys, gift certificates,
    or novelties so long as the amount of tokens, vouchers, or tickets
    earned on a single play does not exceed $5.00.
  (e) Any person who gives to any other person money for free replays
  on coin operated games or devices described in subsections (b), (c),



  or (d) of this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

  (f) Any person owning or possessing an amusement game or device
  described in subsection (c) or (d) of this Code section or  any
  person employed by or acting on behalf of any such person who  gives
  to any other person money for any noncash merchandise, prize, toy,
  gift certificate, or novelty received as a reward in playing any
  such amusement game or device shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

  (g) Any person owning or possessing an amusement game or device
  described in subsection (b), (c), or (d) of this Code section or any
  person employed by or acting on behalf of any such person who gives
  to any other person money as a reward for the successful play or
  winning of any such amusement game or device shall be guilty of a
  misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.
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  16-12-37.

  (a) A person commits the offense of dogfighting when he causes or
  allows a dog to fight another dog for sport or gaming purposes or
  maintains or operates any event at which dogs are allowed or
  encouraged to fight one another.

  (b) A person convicted of the offense of dogfighting shall be
  punished by a mandatory fine of $5,000.00 or by a mandatory fine of
  $5,000.00 and imprisonment for not less than one year nor more than
  five years.

PART 2. BING0
  16-12-50.

  It is the intention of the General Assembly that, except for
  recreational bingo, only nonprofit, tax-exempt organizations which
  are properly licensed pursuant to this part shall be allowed to
  operate bingo games.

16-12-51 G
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  16-12-51.

  As used in this part, the term:

    (1) "Bingo game" or "nonprofit bingo game" means a game of chance
    played on cards with numbered squares in which counters or
    indicators are placed on numbers chosen by lot and won by covering
    a previously specified number or order of numbered squares.  Such
    words, terms, or phrases, as used in this paragraph, shall be
    strictly construed to include only the series of acts generally



    defined as bingo and shall exclude all other activity.

    (2) "Bingo session" means a time period during which bingo games
    are played.

    (3) "Director" means the director of the Georgia Bureau of
    Investigation.

    (4) "Operate," "operated," or "operating" means the direction,
    supervision, management, operation, control, or guidance of
    activity.

    (5) "Recreational bingo" means a bingo session operated by any
    person or entity at no charge to participants in which the prizes
    for each bingo game during the bingo session shall be noncash
    prizes and the total of such prizes for each such game shall not
    exceed the amount established pursuant to regulations established
    by the director.  No such noncash prize awarded in recreational
    bingo shall be exchanged or redeemed for money or for any other
    prize with a value in excess of the amount established pursuant to
    regulations established by the director.  Recreational bingo shall
    also include a bingo session operated by a nonprofit, tax-exempt
    licensed operator of bingo games at no charge to participants in
    which the participants are senior citizens attending a function at
    a facility of the tax-exempt licensed organization or are
    residents of nursing homes, retirement homes, senior centers, or
    hospitals and in which the prizes for each bingo game during the
    bingo session shall be nominal cash prizes not to exceed $5.00 for
    any single prize and the total of such prizes for each such game
    shall not exceed the amount established pursuant to regulations
    established by the director.  Recreational bingo shall also
    include a bingo session operated by an employer with ten or more
    full-time employees for the purposes of providing a safe workplace
    incentive and in which the prizes are determined by the employer;
    provided, however, that no monetary consideration is required by
    any participant other than the employer and the employer expressly
    prohibits any monetary consideration from any employee.
    Recreational bingo shall not be considered a lottery as defined in
    paragraph (4) of Code Section 16-12-20 or a form of gambling as
    defined in Code Section 16-12-21.

16-12-62 G
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  16-12-62.

  Any person who operates a bingo game for which a license is required
  without a valid license issued by the director as provided in this
  part commits the offense of commercial gambling as defined in Code
  Section 16-12-22 and, upon conviction thereof, shall be punished
  accordingly.  Any person who knowingly aids, abets, or otherwise
  assists in the operation of a bingo game for which a license is
  required and has not been obtained as provided in this part
  similarly commits the offense of commercial gambling.  Any person
  who violates any other provision of this part, including the
  provisions relating to recreational bingo, shall be guilty of a



  misdemeanor of a high and aggravated nature.  Any person who commits
  any such violation after having previously been convicted of any
  violations of this part shall be guilty of a felony and, upon
  conviction thereof, shall be punished by imprisonment for not less
  than one nor more than five years or by a fine not to exceed
  $10,000.00, or both.

CHAPTER 14. RACKETEER INFLUENCED AND CORRUPT ORGANIZATIONS
  16-14-3.

  As used in this chapter, the term:

    (1) "Alien corporation" means a corporation organized under laws
    other than the laws of the United States or the laws of any state
    of the United States.

      (2)(A) "Beneficial interest" means either of the following:

        (i) The interest of a person as a beneficiary under any other
        trust arrangement pursuant to which a trustee holds legal or
        record title to real property for the benefit of such person;
        or

        (ii) The interest of a person under any other form of express
        fiduciary arrangement pursuant to which any other person holds
        legal or record title to real property for the benefit of such
        person.

      (B) "Beneficial interest" does not include the interest of a
      stockholder in a corporation or the interest of a partner in
      either a general partnership or limited partnership.  A
      beneficial interest shall be deemed to be located where the real
      property owned by the trustee is located.

    (3) "Civil proceeding" means any civil proceeding commenced by an
    investigative agency under any provision of this chapter.

    (4) "Criminal proceeding" means any criminal proceeding commenced
    by an investigative agency under any provision of this chapter.

    (5) "Documentary material" means any book, paper, document,
    writing, drawing, graph, chart, photograph, phonorecord, magnetic
    tape, computer printout, other data compilation from which
    information can be obtained or from which information can be
    translated into usable form, or other tangible item.

    (6) "Enterprise" means any person, sole proprietorship,
    partnership, corporation, business trust, union chartered under
    the laws of this state, or other legal entity; or any unchartered
    union, association, or group of individuals associated in fact



    although not a legal entity; and it includes illicit as well as
    licit enterprises and governmental as well as other entities.

    (7) "Investigative agency" means the Department of Law or the
    office of any district attorney.

    (8) "Pattern of racketeering activity" means engaging in at least
    two incidents of racketeering activity that have the same or
    similar intents, results, accomplices, victims, or methods of
    commission or otherwise are interrelated by distinguishing
    characteristics and are not isolated incidents, provided at least
    one of such incidents occurred after July 1, 1980, and that the
    last of such incidents occurred within four years, excluding any
    periods of imprisonment, after the commission of a prior incident
    of racketeering activity.

      (9)(A) "Racketeering activity" means to commit, to attempt to
      commit, or to solicit, coerce, or intimidate another person to
      commit any crime which is chargeable by indictment under the
      following laws of this state:

        (i) Article 2 of Chapter 13 of this title, relating to
        controlled substances;

        (ii) Article 3 of Chapter 13 of this title, known as the
        "Dangerous Drugs Act";

        (iii) Subsection (j) of Code Section 16-13-30, relating to
        marijuana;

        (iv) Article 1 of Chapter 5 of this title, relating to
        homicide;

        (v) Article 2 of Chapter 5 of this title, relating to bodily
        injury and related offenses;

        (vi) Articles 3 and 4 of Chapter 7 of this title, relating to
        arson and destructive devices, respectively;

        (vii) Code Section 16-7-1, relating to burglary;

        (viii) Code Section 16-9-1, relating to forgery in the first
        degree;

        (ix) Article 1 of Chapter 8 of this title, relating to theft;

        (x) Article 2 of Chapter 8 of this title, relating to robbery;

        (xi) Code Sections 16-6-9 through 16-6-12 and 16-6-14,
        relating to prostitution and pandering;

        (xii) Code Section 16-12-80, relating to distributing obscene
        materials;

        (xiii) Code Section 16-10-2, relating to bribery;



        (xiv) Code Section 16-10-93, relating to influencing
        witnesses;

        (xv) Article 4 of Chapter 10 of this title and Code Sections
        16-10-20, 16-10-23, 16-10-91, and 16-10-95, relating to
        perjury and other falsifications;

        (xvi) Code Section 16-10-94, relating to tampering with
        evidence;

        (xvii) Code Section 16-12-22, relating to commercial gambling;

        (xviii) Code Section 3-3-27, relating to distilling or making
        liquors;

        (xix) Part 2 of Article 4 of Chapter 11 of this title, known
        as the "Georgia Firearms and Weapons Act";

        (xx) Code Section 16-8-60, relating to unauthorized transfers
        and reproductions of recorded material;

        (xxi) Code Section 10-5-24, relating to violations of the
        "Georgia Securities Act of 1973";

        (xxii) Code Section 3-3-27, relating to the unlawful
        distillation, manufacture, and transportation of alcoholic
        beverages;

        (xxiii) Code Sections 16-9-31, 16-9-32, 16-9-33, and 16-9-34,
        relating to the unlawful use of financial transaction cards;

        (xxiv) Code Section 40-3-90, relating to certain felonies
        involving certificates of title, security interest, or liens
        concerning motor vehicles;

        (xxv) Code Section 40-4-21, relating to removal or
        falsification of identification numbers;

        (xxvi) Code Section 40-4-22, relating to possession of motor
        vehicle parts from which the identification has been removed;

        (xxvii) Code Section 16-9-70, relating to use of an article
        with an altered identification mark;

        (xxviii) Article 6 of Chapter 9 of this title, known as the
        "Georgia Computer Systems Protection Act";

        (xxix) Any conduct defined as "racketeering activity" under 18
        U.S.C. Section 1961 (1)(A), (B), (C), and (D);

        (xxx) Article 3 of Chapter 5 of this title, relating to
        kidnapping, false imprisonment, and related offenses, except
        for Code Section 16-5-44, relating to aircraft hijacking;

        (xxxi) Code Section 16-11-37, relating to terroristic threats
        and acts;



        (xxxii) Code Section 16-5-44.1, relating to motor vehicle
        hijacking;

        (xxxiii) Code Section 16-10-32, relating to tampering with
        witnesses, victims, or informants;

        (xxxiv) Code Section 16-10-97, relating to intimidation of
        grand or petit juror or court officer; or

        (xxxv) Article 11 of Chapter 1 of Title 7 and Sections 5311
        through 5330 of Title 31 of the United States Code relating to
        records and reports of currency transactions.

      (B) "Racketeering activity" shall also mean any act or threat
      involving murder, kidnapping, gambling, arson, robbery, theft,
      receipt of stolen property, bribery, extortion, obstruction of
      justice, dealing in narcotic or dangerous drugs, or dealing in
      securities which is chargeable under the laws of the United
      States or any of the several states and which is punishable by
      imprisonment for more than one year.

    (10) "Real property" means any real property situated in this
    state or any interest in such real property, including, but not
    limited to, any lease of or mortgage upon such real property.
    (11) "RICO lien notice" means the notice described in Code Section
    16-14-13.

      (12)(A) "Trustee" means either of the following:

        (i) Any person who holds legal or record title to real
        property for which any other person has a beneficial interest;
        or

        (ii) Any successor trustee or trustees to any of the foregoing
        persons.

      (B) "Trustee" does not include the following:

        (i) Any person appointed or acting as a personal
        representative under Title 29, relating to guardian and ward,
        or under Chapter 6 of Title 53 of the "Pre-1998 Probate Code,"
        relating to the administration of estates, if applicable, or
        Chapter 6 of Title 53 of the "Revised Probate Code of 1998"
        and other provisions in such revised probate code relating to
        the administration of estates; or

        (ii) Any person appointed or acting as a trustee of any
        testamentary trust or as trustee of any indenture of trust
        under which any bonds are or are to be issued.

 Drug Czar:
                  hung by his own report



                  I have read some criticisms of the Institute of
                  Medicine report on the state of scientific
                  knowledge regarding medical marijuana that
                  have enough validity to be worth considering.
                  Overall, however, the report (available to read
                  or download here) competently summarizes
                  and synthesizes a good deal of what is known
                  and should prove valuable for those who hope
                  that eventually science and reason will
                  triumph over obfuscatory prohibitionism.

                  Richard Cowan, former executive director of
                  the National Organization for Reform of
                  Marijuana Laws (NORML), notes an excessive
                  emphasis on the dangers of smoking that is
                  curious in the absence of any confirmed cases
                  of lung cancer caused by marijuana smoking (a
                  fact the report had to acknowledge). He also
                  criticizes the report's writers' fixation on what
                  he calls the "single molecule paradigm,'' the
                  unproven assertion that isolation of single
                  active molecules in the plant would be
                  obviously superior to "licensing'' the whole
                  plant. Many advocates of herbal medicine
                  claim the unique combination of ingredients
                  found in natural plants (not just marijuana)
                  accounts for their therapeutic value. Maybe
                  they're wrong, but shouldn't the viewpoint be
                  mentioned, if only to be refuted?

                  Steve Kubby, the former Libertarian Party
                  candidate for governor in California who is a
                  medical marijuana patient (adrenal cancer and
                  high blood pressure) facing criminal trafficking
                  charges for growing his own in his own home,
                  notes that the IOM committee didn't discuss
                  vaporization as an alternative to smoking
                  though it had information about it, and that the
                  study makes no mention of the eight patients
                  who have received 7.1 pounds of marijuana a
                  year from the federal government since the
                  early 1980s, courtesy of the taxpayers. Surely
                  they would have made good subjects for
                  studies on long-term effects.

                  All in all, says Mr. Kubby, "the IOM report is
                  badly flawed science with politically poisoned
                  conclusions.'' It may be true that the
                  conclusions have been politically colored, but
                  that may not be such a bad thing. Perhaps
                  including a few politically correct demurrers
                  like undue fear about the effects of smoking
                  per se in an era in which smoking anything has
                  been so demonized is a small price to pay for
                  enhancing the credibility of the nuggets of
                  valuable truth the report contains.



                  I suspect the report's authors knew what most
                  legalizers believe -- that, as they conclude after
                  extensive documentation, "the adverse effects
                  of marijuana use are within the range tolerated
                  for other medications,'' that "a distinctive
                  marijuana withdrawal syndrome has been
                  identified but it is mild and short-lived,'' and
                  that strict prohibition is a stupid policy.

                  I infer some of this from a single sentence
                  matter-of-factly included in a lengthy
                  discussion of the perception that marijuana is a
                  "gateway'' to the use of other more dangerous
                  illicit drugs. The authors don't bother to tease
                  out the implications but it isn't that difficult.

                  The report notes that one of the main reasons
                  many are so adamantly opposed to allowing
                  marijuana to be used medicinally is "the fear
                  that marijuana use might cause, as opposed to
                  merely precede, the use of drugs that are more
                  harmful.'' The authors divide the issue rather
                  intelligently:

                  "The gateway analogy evokes two ideas that
                  are often confused. The first, more often
                  referred to as the 'stepping stone' hypothesis, is
                  the idea that progression from marijuana to
                  other drugs arises from pharmacological
                  properties of marijuana itself. The second
                  interpretation is that marijuana serves as a
                  gateway to the world of illegal drugs in which
                  youths have greater opportunity and are under
                  greater social pressure to try other illegal
                  drugs. This is the interpretation most often
                  used in the scientific literature, and it is
                  supported by -- although not proven by -- the
                  available data.''

                  They then discuss various studies and
                  conclude that "there is no evidence that
                  marijuana serves as a stepping stone on the
                  basis of its particular drug effect," a fact even
                  many prohibitionists will reluctantly concede.

                  Then comes the sly kicker:

                  "Whereas the stepping stone hypothesis
                  presumes a predominantly physiological
                  component to drug progression, the gateway
                  theory is a social theory. The latter does not
                  suggest that the pharmacological qualities of
                  marijuana make it a risk factor for progression
                  to other drug use. Instead it is the legal status
                  of marijuana that makes it a gateway drug.''



                  Savor that apparently innocent sentence for a
                  moment: "Instead it is the legal status of
                  marijuana that makes it a gateway drug.''

                  What implications can be teased from that
                  sentence?

                  The main rationale for keeping marijuana
                  illegal is not that it is so dangerous in and of
                  itself, but that it can serve as a gateway to
                  other, more genuinely dangerous drugs. But
                  insofar as there is evidence that marijuana use
                  sometimes leads to the use of harder drugs --
                  and there is some though it's not conclusive --
                  the reason is that marijuana possession and use
                  is illegal. A nice piece of logic, eh?

                  Take it another step. Those who insist on
                  keeping the plant illegal bear a serious degree
                  of moral responsibility for young marijuana
                  users who do go on to use cocaine, heroin, PCP
                  or other genuinely dangerous or addictive
                  drugs.

                  If Barry McCaffery and other drug warriors
                  were really, seriously troubled by the
                  possibility that use of marijuana might lead
                  innocent or psychologically troubled people to
                  harder drugs with much more severe
                  physiological dangers, they would move as
                  quickly as possible to legalize marijuana. The
                  fact that they don't do so makes their plaintive
                  pleas of compassionate concern for those
                  victimized by addiction and drug-induced
                  disorders ring hollow.

                  In a word, they refuse to take the action that
                  would be most likely to eliminate (or at least
                  ameliorate) the only "gateway'' properties of
                  marijuana that have a shred of scientific
                  support because their drug war -- with all the
                  money it shovels their way, with the
                  opportunities it presents to seize property,
                  kick in doors and shred the U.S. Constitution --
                  is far more precious to them than the ruined
                  lives of addicts.

                  Give them the benefit of the doubt that they
                  didn't understand about the circularity of the
                  "gateway'' contention before. But with this
                  report -- commissioned by "drug czar''
                  McCaffery (your tax dollars at work),
                  remember -- they have no excuse left. If they
                  don't take the logical step of legalizing
                  marijuana to reduce harm, how far beneath



                  contempt are they?

                  Alan Bock is senior editorial writer and columnist at
                  the Orange County Register, Senior Contributing
                  Editor at the National Educator, a contributing
                  editor at Liberty magazine and author of "Ambush at
                  Ruby Ridge."

                  "Of all the things published about Ruby Ridge, Alan
                  Bock did the best job. We appreciate his hard work
                  and dedication to getting as many facts straight as
                  possible.'' -- Randy and Sara Weaver

                  "This work intelligently presents the current distrust
                  of the government among many individuals in
                  modern society and is recommended for all libraries."
                  -- Library Journal

                  Autographed copies of this landmark book, "Ambush
                  at Ruby Ridge," are available to WorldNetDaily
                  readers for $17.00 (list price $22.00) plus $3.00
                  shipping and handling. Send check or money order
                  to Alan Bock, c/o The Orange County Register, 625
                  N. Grand Ave., Santa Ana, CA 92711.

TITLE 35. LAW ENFORCEMENT OFFICERS AND AGENCIES

CHAPTER 3. GEORGIA BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION

ARTICLE 2. GEORGIA CRIME INFORMATION CENTER
35-3-33.

  (a) The center shall:

    (1) Obtain and file fingerprints, descriptions, photographs, and
    any other pertinent identifying data on persons who:

      (A) Have been or are hereafter arrested or taken into custody in
      this state:

        (i) For an offense which is a felony;

        (ii) For an offense which is a misdemeanor or a violation of
        an ordinance involving burglary tools, commercial gambling,
        dealing in gambling devices, contributing to the delinquency
        of a child, dealing in stolen property, dangerous drugs,



        marijuana, narcotics, firearms, dangerous weapons, explosives,
        pandering, prostitution, sex offenses where children are
        victims, or worthless checks;

        (iii) For an offense charged as disorderly conduct but which
        relates to an act connected with one or more of the offenses
        under division (ii) of this subparagraph;

        (iv) As a fugitive from justice; or

        (v) For any other offense designated by the Attorney General;

      (B) Are or become career criminals, well-known offenders, or
      habitual offenders;

      (C) Are currently or become confined to any prison,
      penitentiary, or other penal institution;

      (D) Are unidentified human corpses found in this state; or

      (E) Are children who are charged with an offense that if
      committed by an adult would be a felony or are children whose
      cases are transferred from a juvenile court to another court for
      prosecution;

    (2) Compare all fingerprint and other identifying data received
    with those already on file and, whether or not a criminal record
    is found for a person, at once inform the requesting agency or
    arresting officer of such facts as may be disseminated consistent
    with applicable security and privacy laws and regulations.  A log
    shall be maintained of all disseminations made of each individual
    criminal history including at least the date and recipient of such
    information;

    (3) Provide a uniform crime reporting system for the periodic
    collection, analysis, and reporting of crimes reported to and
    otherwise processed by any and all law enforcement agencies within
    the state, as defined and provided for in this article;

    (4) Develop procedures for periodically auditing crime reporting
    practices of local law enforcement agencies to ensure compliance
    with the standards of national and state uniform crime reporting
    systems;
    (5) Develop, operate, and maintain an information system which
    will support the collection, storage, retrieval, and dissemination
    of all crime and offender data described in this article



    consistent with those principles of scope, security, and
    responsiveness prescribed by this article;

    (6) Cooperate with all criminal justice agencies within the state
    in providing those forms, procedures, standards, and related
    training assistance necessary for the uniform operation of the
    center;

    (7) Offer assistance and, when practicable, instruction to all
    local law enforcement agencies in establishing efficient local
    records systems;

    (8) Compile statistics on the nature and extent of crime in the
    state and compile other data related to planning for and operating
    criminal justice agencies, provided that such statistics do not
    identify persons, and make available all such statistical
    information obtained to the Governor, the General Assembly, and
    any other governmental agencies whose primary responsibilities
    include the planning, development, or execution of crime reduction
    programs. Access to such information by the latter governmental
    agencies will be on an individual, written request basis wherein
    must be demonstrated a need to know, the intent of any analyses,
    dissemination of such analyses, and any security provisions deemed
    necessary by the center;

    (9) Periodically publish statistics, no less frequently than
    annually, that do not identify persons, agencies, corporations, or
    other legal entities and report such information to the Governor,
    the General Assembly, state and local criminal justice agencies,
    and the general public.  Such information shall accurately reflect
    the level and nature of crime in the state and the operations in
    general of the different types of agencies within the criminal
    justice system;

    (10) Make available, upon request, to all local and state criminal
    justice agencies, all federal criminal justice agencies, and
    criminal justice agencies in other states any information in the
    files of the center which will aid these agencies in the
    performance of their official duties.  For this purpose the center
    shall operate on a 24 hour basis, seven days a week.  Such
    information when authorized by the council may also be made
    available to any other agency of the state or political
    subdivision of the state and to any other federal agency upon
    assurance by the agency concerned that the information is to be
    used for official purposes only in the prevention or detection of
    crime or the apprehension of criminal offenders;



    (11) Cooperate with other agencies of the state, the crime
    information agencies of other states, and the Uniform Crime
    Reports and National Crime Information Center systems of the
    Federal Bureau of Investigation in developing and conducting an
    interstate, national, and international system of criminal
    identification, records, and statistics;

    (12) Provide the administrative mechanisms and procedures
    necessary to respond to those individuals who file requests to
    view their own records as provided for in this article and to
    cooperate in the correction of the central center records and
    those of contributing agencies when their accuracy has been
    successfully challenged either through the related contributing
    agencies or by court order issued on behalf of the individual;

    (13) Institute the necessary measures in the design,
    implementation, and continued operation of the criminal justice
    information system to ensure the privacy and security of the
    system.  This will include establishing complete control over use
    and access of the system and restricting its integral resources
    and facilities to those either possessed or procured and
    controlled by criminal justice agencies as defined in this
    article.  Such security measures must meet standards to be set by
    the council as well as those set by the nationally operated
    systems for interstate sharing of information; and

    (14) Provide availability, by means of data processing, to files
    listing motor vehicle drivers' license numbers, motor vehicle
    registration numbers, wanted and stolen motor vehicles,
    outstanding warrants, identifiable stolen property, and such other
    files as may be of general assistance to law enforcement agencies.

  (b) Criminal justice agencies shall furnish upon written request and
  without charge to any local fire department in this state a copy,
  processed under purpose code "J", of the criminal history record
  information of an applicant for employment.

  (c) The provisions of this article notwithstanding, information and
  records of juveniles shall only be inspected and disclosed as
  provided in Code Sections 15-11-59 and 15-11-60.  Such records and
  information shall be destroyed according to the procedures outlined
  in Code Sections 15-11-61 and 15-11-65.



TITLE 38. MILITARY, EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT, AND
VETERANS AFFAIRS

CHAPTER 2. MILITARY AFFAIRS

ARTICLE 4. ACTIVE DUTY POWERS

  38-2-306.

  (a) Any person who after due warning trespasses upon any armory,
  arsenal, camp, range, base, or other facility of the organized
  militia or other place where any force of the organized militia is
  performing military duty, or who in any manner interrupts or molests
  the discharge of military duties by any member or force of the
  organized militia, or who interrupts or prevents the passage of
  troops of the organized militia, or who insults, by jeer or
  otherwise, any member of the organized militia may be placed in
  arrest by any officer of the force performing the military duty at
  the place where the offense is committed and delivered to the proper
  civil authorities.

  (b) The commanding officer of any force of the organized militia
  performing military duty in or at any armory, arsenal, camp, range,
  base, or other facility of the organized militia or other place
  where the force is performing military duty may prohibit persons
  from hawking, peddling, vending, selling, or auctioning goods,
  wares, merchandise, food products, or beverages and may prohibit all
  gambling, or the sale or use of spirituous beverages, or the
  establishment or maintenance of a disorderly place within the limits
  of the armory, arsenal, camp, range, base, or other facility of the
  organized militia or other place where the force is performing
  military duty or within such limits not exceeding one mile therefrom
  as he may prescribe.

  (c) Any person who violates any part of subsection (a) or (b) of
  this Code section shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

TITLE 43. PROFESSIONS AND BUSINESSES

CHAPTER 4A. ATHLETE AGENTS

43-4A-7.

  (a) The commission, by a majority of its members present and voting,
  may refuse to grant a registration to an applicant therefor or may
  revoke a registration of a person registered by the commission or
  may discipline a person registered by the commission upon making a
  finding that the applicant or registrant or his or her
  representative or employee:



    (1) Has made a material false, misleading, deceptive, untrue, or
    fraudulent representation as an athlete agent or in any document
    connected therewith or practiced fraud or deceit or made a false
    statement of a material nature in his or her application for
    registration or made a false or deceptive statement of a material
    nature on an application for biennial registration renewal with
    the commission;

    (2) Has ever misappropriated funds or engaged in other specific
    acts such as embezzlement, theft, or fraud which would render him
    or her unfit to serve in a fiduciary capacity;

    (3) Has engaged in such other conduct that has a significant
    adverse impact on his or her creditability, honesty, integrity, or
    competence to serve in a fiduciary capacity;

    (4) Has engaged in conduct which results in a violation of any
    rule or regulation promulgated by an intercollegiate sports
    governing body;

    (5) Has been convicted of a crime covered by Article 2 of Chapter
    12 of Title 16 or has been convicted of a gambling offense in
    another state;

    (6) Has been convicted of violating a statute, law, or any rule or
    regulation of this state, any other state, the commission, the
    United States, or any other lawful licensing authority, without
    regard to whether the violation is criminally punishable, which
    law, rule, or regulation relates to or in part regulates athlete
    agents, or violating a lawful order of the commission previously
    entered by the commission in a disciplinary hearing;

    (7) Is unwilling to swear or affirm that he or she will comply
    with such rules and standards of conduct for athlete agents as may
    from time to time be promulgated by the commission; or

    (8) Has engaged in conduct which results in an athlete's losing
    eligibility to participate in intercollegiate sports contests as a
    member of a sports team of an institution of higher education.

  (b) The refusal to grant a registration shall not be considered to
  be a contested case within the meaning of Chapter 13 of Title 50,
  the "Georgia Administrative Procedure Act."  Notice and hearing
  within the meaning of such chapter shall not be required.  Notice of
  refusal to grant a registration is required to be sent by registered
  mail or personal service setting forth the particular reasons for
  the refusal.  The written notice shall be sent to the applicant's
  address of record with the commission and the applicant shall be
  allowed to appear before the commission if the applicant so requests
  in writing.



TITLE 48. REVENUE AND TAXATION

CHAPTER 17. COIN-OPERATED AMUSEMENT MACHINES
48-17-13.

  (a) If any owner or operator of any bona fide coin operated
  amusement machine in this state shall violate any provision of this
  chapter or any rule and regulation promulgated under this chapter,
  the commissioner may investigate the violation and may seek
  sanctions, including late fees of $50.00 for failure to pay timely
  permit sticker fees, $125.00 for failure to pay timely the master
  license fee, suspension or revocation of a license, seizure of
  equipment, interest penalty, and debarment for repeat offenders.

  (b) No person other than an owner shall intentionally remove a
  current tax sticker from a bona fide coin operated amusement machine
  or from the location where the machine is located.  Any person who
  violates this subsection shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

  (c) A person who owns or operates bona fide coin operated amusement
  machines without a current master license or without a permit
  sticker on display shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

  (d) A person who knowingly secures or attempts to secure a master
  license or permit sticker under this chapter by fraud,
  misrepresentation, or subterfuge is guilty of a felony.

  (e) Any person who knowingly uses a sticker for the purpose of
  engaging in unlawful gambling shall be guilty of a misdemeanor.

  (f) Any bona fide coin operated amusement machine not having the
  required master license or permit stickers may be seized and
  confiscated by the commissioner or his agents or employees and sold
  at public auction after 30 days' advertisement.  Upon payment of the
  license required, the commissioner may return any property so seized
  and confiscated and compromise any tax or penalty assessed.  The
  owner from whom the bona fide coin operated amusement machine is
  seized may, at any time within ten days after the seizure, repossess
  the property by filing with the commissioner a bond, in cash or
  executed by a surety company authorized to do business in this
  state, in double amount of the tax and penalties due.  Within 30
  days after the bond has been filed, the owner must bring an action
  in a court of competent jurisdiction to have the seizure set aside;
  otherwise, the bond so filed must be declared forfeited to the
  commissioner.

  (g) The commissioner or an authorized representative of the
  commissioner may seal in a manner that will prevent its full
  operation any such bona fide coin operated amusement machine that is
  in commercial use available to the public for play whose master
  license or sticker under this chapter has been suspended or revoked,
  upon which the fee has not been paid, or that is not registered with
  the commissioner under this chapter.  Whoever shall break the seal
  affixed by the commissioner or an authorized representative of the
  commissioner without the commissioner's approval or whoever shall



  provide in commercial use available to the public for play any such
  bona fide coin operated amusement machine after said seal has been
  broken without the commissioner's approval or whoever shall remove
  any bona fide coin operated amusement machine from location after
  the same has been sealed by the commissioner shall be guilty of a
  misdemeanor.  The commissioner shall charge a fee of $75.00 for the
  release of any bona fide coin operated amusement machine which is
  sealed.  The fee shall be paid to the commissioner.

TITLE 50. STATE GOVERNMENT

CHAPTER 27. LOTTERY FOR EDUCATION

ARTICLE 1. GENERAL PROVISIONS

  50-27-3.

  As used in this chapter, the term:

    (1) "Administrative expenses" means operating expenses, excluding
    amounts set aside for prizes, regardless of whether such prizes
    are claimed and excluding amounts held as a fidelity fund pursuant
    to Code Section 50-27-19.

    (2) "Board" means the board of directors of the Georgia Lottery
    Corporation.

    (3) "Capital outlay projects" means the acquisition, construction,
    installation, modification, renovation, repair, extension,
    renewal, replacement, or rehabilitation of land, interests in
    land, buildings, structures, facilities, or other improvements and
    the acquisition, installation, modification, renovation, repair,
    extension, renewal, replacement, rehabilitation, or furnishing of
    fixtures, machinery, equipment, computers, software, laboratories,
    furniture, textbooks, and reference material or other property of
    any nature whatsoever used on, in, or in connection with
    educational facilities.

    (4) "Casino gambling" means a location or business for the purpose
    of conducting illegal gambling activities, but excluding the sale
    and purchase of lottery tickets or shares as authorized by this
    chapter.

    (5) "Chief executive officer" means the chief executive officer of
    the Georgia Lottery Corporation.

    (6) "Corporation" means the Georgia Lottery Corporation.

    (7) "Educational facilities" means land, structures, and buildings
    owned or operated by and through the board of regents, the State
    Board of Education, the Department of Technical and Adult
    Education, or by any city, county, or independent school system



    within this state; provided, however, that a public road or
    highway leading to an educational facility shall not be considered
    an educational facility.

    (8) "Educational purposes and programs" means capital outlay
    projects for educational facilities; tuition grants, scholarships,
    or loans to citizens of this state to enable such citizens to
    attend colleges and universities located within this state,
    regardless of whether such colleges and universities are owned or
    operated by the board of regents or to attend institutions
    operated under the authority of the Department of Technical and
    Adult Education; costs of providing to teachers at accredited
    public institutions who teach levels K-12, personnel at public
    postsecondary technical institutes under the authority of the
    Department of Technical and Adult Education, and professors and
    instructors within the University System of Georgia the necessary
    training in the use and application of computers and advanced
    electronic instructional technology to implement interactive
    learning environments in the classroom and to access the
    state-wide distance learning network; costs associated with
    repairing and maintaining advanced electronic instructional
    technology; voluntary pre-kindergarten; and an education shortfall
    reserve.
    (9) "Lottery," "lotteries," "lottery game," or "lottery games"
    means any game of chance approved by the board and operated
    pursuant to this chapter, including, but not limited to, instant
    tickets, on-line games, and games using mechanical or electronic
    devices but excluding pari-mutuel betting and casino gambling as
    defined in this Code section.

    (10) "Major procurement contract" means any gaming product or
    service costing in excess of $75,000.00, including, but not
    limited to, major advertising contracts, annuity contracts, prize
    payment agreements, consulting services, equipment, tickets, and
    other products and services unique to the Georgia lottery, but not
    including materials, supplies, equipment, and services common to
    the ordinary operations of a corporation.

    (11) "Member" or "members" means a director or directors of the
    board of directors of the Georgia Lottery Corporation.

    (12) "Member of a minority" means an individual who is a member of
    a race which comprises less than 50 percent of the total
    population of the state.

    (13) "Minority business" means any business which is owned by:

      (A) An individual who is a member of a minority who reports as
      his personal income for Georgia income tax purposes the income
      of such business;

      (B) A partnership in which a majority of the ownership interest
      is owned by one or more members of a minority who report as
      their personal income for Georgia income tax purposes more than
      50 percent of the income of the partnership; or



      (C) A corporation organized under the laws of this state in
      which a majority of the common stock is owned by one or more
      members of a minority who report as their personal income for
      Georgia income tax purposes more than 50 percent of the
      distributed earnings of the corporation.

    (14) "Net proceeds" means all revenue derived from the sale of
    lottery tickets or shares and all other moneys derived from the
    lottery less operating expenses.

    (15) "Operating expenses" means all costs of doing business,
    including, but not limited to, prizes, commissions, and other
    compensation paid to retailers, advertising and marketing costs,
    personnel costs, capital costs, depreciation of property and
    equipment, funds for compulsive gambling education and treatment,
    amounts held in or paid from a fidelity fund pursuant to Code
    Section 50-27-19, and other operating costs.

    (16) "Pari-mutuel betting" means a method or system of wagering on
    actual races involving horses or dogs at tracks which involves the
    distribution of winnings by pools.  Such term shall not mean
    lottery games which may be predicated on a horse racing or dog
    racing scheme that does not involve actual track events.  Such
    term shall not mean traditional lottery games which may involve
    the distribution of winnings by pools.

    (17) "Person" means any individual, corporation, partnership,
    unincorporated association, or other legal entity.

    (18) "Retailer" means a person who sells lottery tickets or shares
    on behalf of the corporation pursuant to a contract.

    (19) "Share" means any intangible evidence of participation in a
    lottery game.

    (20) "Ticket" means any tangible evidence issued by the lottery to
    provide participation in a lottery game.

    (21) "Vendor" means a person who provides or proposes to provide
    goods or services to the corporation pursuant to a major
    procurement contract, but does not include an employee of the
    corporation, a retailer, or a state agency or instrumentality
    thereof.  Such term does not include any corporation whose shares
    are publicly traded and which is the parent company of the
    contracting party in a major procurement contract.

50-27-12 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  50-27-12.

  (a) The corporation shall establish and maintain a personnel program
  for its employees and fix the compensation and terms of compensation
  of its employees, including, but not limited to, production
  incentive payments.



  (b) No employee of the corporation shall have a financial interest
  in any vendor doing business or proposing to do business with the
  corporation.

  (c) No employee of the corporation with decision-making authority
  shall participate in any decision involving a retailer with whom the
  employee has a financial interest.

  (d) No employee of the corporation who leaves the employment of the
  corporation may represent any vendor or lottery retailer before the
  corporation for a period of two years following termination of
  employment with the corporation.

  (e) Background investigation shall be conducted on each applicant
  who has reached the final selection process prior to employment by
  the corporation at the level of division director and above and at
  any level within any division of security and as otherwise required
  by the board.  The corporation shall be authorized to pay for the
  actual cost of such investigations and may contract with the Georgia
  Bureau of Investigation for the performance of such investigations.
  The results of such a background investigation shall not be
  considered a record open to the public pursuant to Article 4 of
  Chapter 18 of this title.

  (f) No person who has been convicted of a felony or bookmaking or
  other forms of illegal gambling or of a crime involving moral
  turpitude shall be employed by the corporation.

  (g) The corporation shall bond corporation employees with access to
  corporation funds or lottery revenue in such an amount as provided
  by the board and may bond other employees as deemed necessary.

50-27-15 G
*** CODE SECTION ***  12/31/98

  50-27-15.

  (a) The corporation shall investigate the financial responsibility,
  security, and integrity of any lottery system vendor who is a
  finalist in submitting a bid, proposal, or offer as part of a major
  procurement.  At the time of submitting such bid, proposal, or offer
  to the corporation, the corporation may require the following items:

    (1) A disclosure of the vendor's name and address and, as
    applicable, the names and addresses of the following:

      (A) If the vendor is a corporation, the officers, directors, and
      each stockholder in such corporation; provided, however, that in
      the case of owners of equity securities of a publicly traded
      corporation, only the names and addresses of those known to the
      corporation to own beneficially 5 percent or more of such
      securities need be disclosed;

      (B) If the vendor is a trust, the trustee and all persons
      entitled to receive income or benefits from the trust;



      (C) If the vendor is an association, the members, officers, and
      directors; and

      (D) If the vendor is a partnership or joint venture, all of the
      general partners, limited partners, or joint venturers;

    (2) A disclosure of all the states and jurisdictions in which the
    vendor does business and the nature of the business for each such
    state or jurisdiction;

    (3) A disclosure of all the states and jurisdictions in which the
    vendor has contracts to supply gaming goods or services,
    including, but not limited to, lottery goods and services, and the
    nature of the goods or services involved for each such state or
    jurisdiction;

    (4) A disclosure of all the states and jurisdictions in which the
    vendor has applied for, has sought renewal of, has received, has
    been denied, has pending, or has had revoked a lottery or gaming
    license of any kind or had fines or penalties assessed to his
    license, contract, or operation and the disposition of such in
    each such state or jurisdiction.  If any lottery or gaming license
    or contract has been revoked or has not been renewed or any
    lottery or gaming license or application has been either denied or
    is pending and has remained pending for more than six months, all
    of the facts and circumstances underlying the failure to receive
    such a license shall be disclosed;

    (5) A disclosure of the details of any finding or plea,
    conviction, or adjudication of guilt in a state or federal court
    of the vendor for any felony or any other criminal offense other
    than a traffic violation;

    (6) A disclosure of the details of any bankruptcy, insolvency,
    reorganization, or corporate or individual purchase or takeover of
    another corporation, including bonded indebtedness, or any pending
    litigation of the vendor; and

    (7) Such additional disclosures and information as the corporation
    may determine to be appropriate for the procurement involved.

  If at least 25 percent of the cost of a vendor's contract is
  subcontracted, the vendor shall disclose all of the information
  required by this Code section for the subcontractor as if the
  subcontractor were itself a vendor.

  (b) A lottery procurement contract shall not be entered into with
  any lottery system vendor who has not complied with the disclosure
  requirements described in subsection (a) of this Code section, and
  any contract with such a vendor is voidable at the option of the
  corporation.  Any contract with a vendor who does not comply with
  such requirements for periodically updating such disclosures during
  the tenure of contract as may be specified in such contract may be
  terminated by the corporation.  The provisions of this Code section
  shall be construed broadly and liberally to achieve the ends of full



  disclosure of all information necessary to allow for a full and
  complete evaluation by the corporation of the competence, integrity,
  background, and character of vendors for major procurements.

  (c) A major procurement contract shall not be entered into with any
  vendor who has been found guilty of a felony related to the security
  or integrity of the lottery in this or any other jurisdiction.

  (d) A major procurement contract shall not be entered into with any
  vendor if such vendor has an ownership interest in an entity that
  had supplied consultation services under contract to the corporation
  regarding the request for proposals pertaining to those particular
  goods or services.

  (e) No lottery system vendor nor any applicant for a major
  procurement contract may pay, give, or make any economic
  opportunity, gift, loan, gratuity, special discount, favor,
  hospitality, or service, excluding food and beverages having an
  aggregate value not exceeding $100.00 in any calendar year, to the
  chief executive officer, any board member, or any employee of the
  corporation or to a member of the immediate family residing in the
  same household as any such person.

50-27-17 G
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  50-27-17.

  (a) The General Assembly recognizes that to conduct a successful
  lottery, the corporation must develop and maintain a state-wide
  network of lottery retailers that will serve the public convenience
  and promote the sale of tickets or shares and the playing of lottery
  games while ensuring the integrity of the lottery operations, games,
  and activities.

  (b) The corporation must make every effort to provide small
  retailers a chance to participate in the sales of lottery tickets or
  shares.

  (c) The corporation shall provide for compensation to lottery
  retailers in the form of commissions in an amount of not less than 5
  percent of gross sales and may provide for other forms of
  compensation for services rendered in the sale or cashing of lottery
  tickets or shares.

  (d) The corporation shall issue a certificate of authority to each
  person with whom it contracts as a retailer for purposes of display.
  Every lottery retailer shall post and keep conspicuously displayed
  in a location on the premises accessible to the public its
  certificate of authority.  No certificate shall be assignable or
  transferable.

  (e) The board shall develop a list of objective criteria upon which
  the qualification of lottery retailers shall be based.  Separate
  criteria shall be developed to govern the selection of retailers of
  instant tickets and on-line retailers.  In developing these



  criteria, the board shall consider such factors as the applicant's
  financial responsibility, security of the applicant's place of
  business or activity, accessibility to the public, integrity, and
  reputation.  The board shall not consider political affiliation,
  activities, or monetary contributions to political organizations or
  candidates for any public office.  The criteria shall include but
  not be limited to the following:

    (1) The applicant shall be current in filing all applicable tax
    returns to the State of Georgia and in payment of all taxes,
    interest, and penalties owed to the State of Georgia, excluding
    items under formal appeal pursuant to applicable statutes.  The
    Department of Revenue is authorized and directed to provide this
    information to the corporation;

    (2) No person, partnership, unincorporated association,
    corporation, or other business entity shall be selected as a
    lottery retailer who:

      (A) Has been convicted of a criminal offense related to the
      security or integrity of the lottery in this or any other
      jurisdiction;

      (B) Has been convicted of any illegal gambling activity, false
      statements, false swearing, or perjury in this or any other
      jurisdiction or convicted of any crime punishable by more than
      one year of imprisonment or a fine of more than $1,000.00 or
      both unless the person's civil rights have been restored and at
      least five years have elapsed from the date of the completion of
      the sentence without a subsequent conviction of a crime
      described in this subparagraph;

      (C) Has been found to have violated the provisions of this
      chapter or any regulation, policy, or procedure of the
      corporation unless either ten years have passed since the
      violation or the board finds the violation both minor and
      unintentional in nature;

      (D) Is a vendor or any employee or agent of any vendor doing
      business with the corporation;

      (E) Resides in the same household as an officer of the
      corporation;

      (F) Has made a statement of material fact to the corporation
      knowing such statement to be false; or

      (G) Is engaged exclusively in the business of selling lottery
      tickets or shares; provided, however, that this subsection shall
      not preclude the corporation from selling or giving away lottery
      tickets or shares for promotional purposes;

    (3) Persons applying to become lottery retailers shall be charged
    a uniform application fee for each lottery outlet.  Retailers who
    participate in on-line games shall be charged a uniform
    application fee for each on-line outlet;



    (4) Any lottery retailer contract executed pursuant to this Code
    section may, for good cause, be suspended, revoked, or terminated
    by the chief executive officer or his designee if the retailer is
    found to have violated any provision of this chapter or objective
    criteria established by the board. Review of such activities shall
    be in accordance with the procedures outlined in this chapter and
    shall not be subject to Chapter 13 of this title, the "Georgia
    Administrative Procedure Act"; and

    (5) All lottery retailer contracts may be renewable annually in
    the discretion of the corporation unless sooner canceled or
    terminated.

  (f) No lottery retailer or applicant to be a lottery retailer shall
  pay, give, or make any economic opportunity, gift, loan, gratuity,
  special discount, favor, hospitality, or service, excluding food and
  beverages having an aggregate value not exceeding $100.00 in any
  calendar year, to the chief executive officer, any board member, or
  any employee of the corporation or to a member of the immediate
  family residing in the same household as any such person.
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  (a) Proceeds of any lottery prize shall be subject to the Georgia
  state income tax.

  (b) Except as otherwise provided in Article 2 of this chapter,
  attachments, garnishments, or executions authorized and issued
  pursuant to law shall be withheld if timely served upon the
  corporation.  This subsection shall not apply to a retailer.

  (c) The corporation shall adopt regulations, policies, and
  procedures to establish a system of verifying the validity of
  tickets or shares claimed to win prizes and to effect payment of
  such prizes, except that:

    (1) No prize, any portion of a prize, or any right of any person
    to a prize awarded shall be assignable.  Any prize or any portion
    of a prize remaining unpaid at the death of a prize winner shall
    be paid to the estate of the deceased prize winner or to the
    trustee of a trust established by the deceased prize winner as
    settlor if a copy of the trust document or instrument has been
    filed with the corporation along with a notarized letter of
    direction from the settlor and no written notice of revocation has
    been received by the corporation prior to the settlor's death.
    Following a settlor's death and prior to any payment to such a
    successor trustee, the corporation shall obtain from the trustee a
    written agreement to indemnify and hold the corporation harmless
    with respect to any claims that may be asserted against the
    corporation arising from payment to or through the trust.
    Notwithstanding any other provisions of this Code section, any
    person, pursuant to an appropriate judicial order, shall be paid



    the prize to which a winner is entitled;

    (2) No prize shall be paid arising from claimed tickets that are
    stolen, counterfeit, altered, fraudulent, unissued, produced or
    issued in error, unreadable, not received, or not recorded by the
    corporation within applicable deadlines; lacking in captions that
    conform and agree with the play symbols as appropriate to the
    particular lottery game involved; or not in compliance with such
    additional specific regulations and public or confidential
    validation and security tests of the corporation appropriate to
    the particular lottery game involved;

    (3) No particular prize in any lottery game shall be paid more
    than once, and in the event of a determination that more than one
    claimant is entitled to a particular prize, the sole remedy of
    such claimants is the award to each of them of an equal share in
    the prize; and

    (4) A holder of a winning cash ticket or share from a lottery game
    shall claim a cash prize within 180 days, or for a multistate or
    multisovereign lottery game within 180 days, after the drawing in
    which the cash prize was won.  In any Georgia lottery game in
    which the player may determine instantly if he has won or lost, he
    shall claim a cash prize within 90 days, or for a multistate
    lottery game within 180 days, after the end of the lottery game.
    If a valid claim is not made for a cash prize within the
    applicable period, the cash prize shall constitute an unclaimed
    prize for purposes of this Code section.
  (d) No prize shall be paid upon a ticket or share purchased or sold
  in violation of this chapter.  Any such prize shall constitute an
  unclaimed prize for purposes of this Code section.

  (e) The corporation is discharged of all liability upon payment of a
  prize.

  (f) No ticket or share shall be purchased by and no prize shall be
  paid to any member of the board of directors; any officer or
  employee of the corporation; or to any spouse, child, brother,
  sister, or parent residing as a member of the same household in the
  principal place of residence of any such person.  No ticket or share
  shall be purchased by and no prize shall be paid to any officer,
  employee, agent, or subcontractor of any vendor or to any spouse,
  child, brother, sister, or parent residing as a member of the same
  household in the principal place of residence of any such person if
  such officer, employee, agent, or subcontractor has access to
  confidential information which may compromise the integrity of the
  lottery.

  (g) No lottery game utilizing an electronic or mechanical machine
  may use a machine which dispenses coins or currency.

  (h) Unclaimed prize money shall not constitute net lottery proceeds.
  A portion of unclaimed prize money, not to exceed $200,000.00
  annually, shall be directed to the Department of Human Resources for
  the treatment of compulsive gambling disorder and educational
  programs related to such disorder.  In addition, unclaimed prize



  money may be added to the pool from which future prizes are to be
  awarded or used for special prize promotions.
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  (a) The corporation may enter into intelligence sharing, reciprocal
  use, or restricted use agreements with the federal government, law
  enforcement agencies, lottery regulation agencies, and gaming
  enforcement agencies of other jurisdictions which provide for and
  regulate the use of information provided and received pursuant to
  the agreement.

  (b) Records, documents, and information in the possession of the
  corporation received pursuant to an intelligence-sharing, reciprocal
  use, or restricted use agreement entered into by the corporation
  with a federal department or agency, any law enforcement agency, or
  the lottery regulation or gaming enforcement agency of any
  jurisdiction shall be considered investigative records of a law
  enforcement agency and are not subject to Article 4 of Chapter 18 of
  this title and shall not be released under any condition without the
  permission of the person or agency providing the record or
  information.

CONSTITUTION OF GEORGIA

                    (as amended through the November 1998 general election)

                                        ARTICLE I.

                                    BILL OF RIGHTS

                                          SECTION I.

                                     RIGHTS OF PERSONS

Paragraph VIII. Lotteries and nonprofit bingo games. (a) Except as herein specifically provided in this
Paragraph VIII, all lotteries, and the sale of lottery tickets, and all forms of pari-mutuel betting and casino
gambling are hereby prohibited; and this prohibition shall be enforced by penal laws.

(b) The General Assembly may by law provide that the operation of a nonprofit bingo game shall not be a
lottery and shall be legal in this state. The General Assembly may by law define a nonprofit bingo game
and provide for the regulation of nonprofit bingo games.

(c) The General Assembly may by law provide for the operation and regulation of a lottery or lotteries by
or on behalf of the state and for any matters relating to the purposes or provisions of this subparagraph.
Proceeds derived from the lottery or lotteries operated by or on behalf of the state shall be used to pay the
operating expenses of the lottery or lotteries, including all prizes, without any appropriation required by
law, and for educational programs and purposes as hereinafter provided. Lottery proceeds shall not be



subject to Article VII, Section III, Paragraph II; Article III, Section IX, Paragraph VI(a); or Article III,
Section IX, Paragraph IV(c), except that the net proceeds after payment of such operating expenses shall
be subject to Article VII, Section III, Paragraph II. Net proceeds after payment of such operating
expenses shall be separately accounted for and shall be specifically identified by the Governor in his
annual budget presented to the General Assembly as a separate budget category entitled "Lottery
Proceeds" and the Governor shall make specific recommendations as to educational programs and
educational purposes to which said net proceeds shall be appropriated. In the General Appropriations Act
adopted by the General Assembly, the General Assembly shall appropriate all net proceeds of the lottery
or lotteries by such separate budget category to educational programs and educational purposes as
specified by the General Assembly.

(c) The General Assembly may by law provide for the operation and regulation of a lottery or lotteries by
or on behalf of the state and for any matters relating to the purposes or provisions of this subparagraph.
Proceeds derived from the lottery or lotteries operated by or on behalf of the state shall be used to pay the
operating expenses of the lottery or lotteries, including all prizes, without any appropriation required by
law, and for educational programs and purposes as hereinafter provided. Lottery proceeds shall not be
subject to Article VII, Section III, Paragraph II; Article III, Section IX, Paragraph VI(a); or Article III,
Section IX, Paragraph IV(c), except that the net proceeds after payment of such operating expenses shall
be subject to Article VII, Section III, Paragraph II. Net proceeds after payment of such operating
expenses shall be separately accounted for and shall be specifically identified by the Governor in his
annual budget presented to the General Assembly as a separate budget category entitled 'Lottery
Proceeds' and the Governor shall make specific recommendations as to educational programs and
educational purposes to which said net proceeds shall be appropriated. In the General Appropriations Act
adopted by the General Assembly, the General Assembly shall appropriate all net proceeds of the lottery
or lotteries by such separate budget category to educational programs and educational purposes. Such net
proceeds shall be used to support improvements and enhancements for educational programs and
purposes and such net proceeds shall be used to supplement, not supplant, non-lottery educational
resources for educational programs and purposes. The educational programs and educational purposes
for which proceeds may be so appropriated shall include only the following:

     "(1) Tuition grants, scholarships, or loans to citizens of this state to enable such citizens to attend
     colleges and universities located within this state, regardless of whether such colleges or
     universities are operated by the board of regents, or to attend institutions operated under the
     authority of the Department of Technical and Adult Education;

     "(2) Voluntary pre-kindergarten;

     "(3) One or more educational shortfall reserves in a total amount of not less than 10 percent of the
     net proceeds of the lottery for the preceding fiscal year;

     "(4) Costs of providing to teachers at accredited public institutions who teach levels K-12,
     personnel at public postsecondary technical institutes under the authority of the Department of
     Technical and Adult Education, and professors and instructors within the University System of
     Georgia the necessary training in the use and application of computers and advanced electronic
     instructional technology to implement interactive learning environments in the classroom and to
     access the state-wide distance learning network; and

     "(5) Capital outlay projects for educational facilities; provided, however, that no funds shall be
     appropriated for the items listed in paragraphs (4) and (5) of this subsection until all persons
     eligible for and applying for assistance as provided in paragraph (1) of this subsection have
     received such assistance, all approved pre-kindergarten programs provided for in paragraph (2)
     of this subsection have been fully funded, and the education shortfall reserve or reserves provided
     for in paragraph (3) of this subsection have been fully funded."

[Italicized language added by constitutional amendment approved Nov. 3, 1998 and effective Jan. 1,



1999.]

(d) On and after January 1, 1995, the holding of raffles by nonprofit organizations shall be lawful and
shall not be prohibited by any law enacted prior to January 1, 1994. Laws enacted on or after January 1,
1994, however, may restrict, regulate, or prohibit the operation of such raffles.
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